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Do  not  assume  content  reflects  current 
scientific  knowledge,  policies,  or  practices. 


From  time  to  time,  we  hear  of  clever  and  ingenious  ways  in  which  some  of 
you  farm  broadcasters  put  across  worth-while  information  to  farmers.    During  this 
fiscal  year,  which  just  started  this  week,  we  hope  to  collect  a  series  of  represen- 
tative samples  of  these  techniques.    It  struck  us  that  Farm  Safet3r  Ueek,  July  22-28, 
is  a  'natural'  with  which  to  begin  such  a  series.    Many  of  you  will  put  on  inter- 
esting and  unusual  programs  to  promote  farm  and  home  safety  during  that  week.  IJhen 
you  do,  if  you  will  just  pass  along  a  brief  sketch  of  what  you  and  your  co-workers 
do,  you  will  have  taken  the  first  step  toward  our  more  comprehensive  joint  report 
of  the  quality  and  kind  of  creative  information  our  profession  puts  out.    If  any 
incidental  statistics  should  obtrude,  send  them  along  -  -  but  we  want  to  make  this 
primarily  a  qualitative  report  to  show  how  you  operate.    At  the  moment,  we  are 
interested  in  programs  not  polls,  ideas  not  mathematics. 

'57  Price  Support  for  TTheat 

On  July  20,  farmers  in  the  3&  commercial  wheat  states  will  vote  in  the  annual 
wheat  referendum,  for  or  against  wheat  marketing  quotas.    If  two- thirds  favor 
quotas,  quotas  will  go  into  effect.    If  not,  there  will  be  no  quotas,  although  the 

acreage  allotment  of  55  million  acres  of  wheat  will  still  apply  Monday, 

Secretary  Benson  announced  that  the  national  average  wheat  support  rates  for  1957 
crop-uheat  will  continue  at  the  same  rate  as  this  year,  $2.00  a  bushel.    In  making 
the  announcement,  the  Secretary  said:     "I  am  glad  that  factors  affecting  the  wheat 
situation  make  it  possible  to  hold  price  supports  at  higher  levels  than  the  minimum 
indicated  by  legislative  provisions."    He  pointed  out  that  through  aggressive  use 
of  the  special  authorizations  Congress  made,  it  has  been  possible  to  increase  wheat 
exports.    He  also  noted  that  the  Acreage  Reserve  and  the  Conservation  Reserve  pro- 
grams of  the  Soil  Bank  open  the  way  for  very  substantial  production  adjustments  in 
the  years  immediately  ahead.    The  wheat  surplus  continues  huge,  but  the  Secretary 
reported  we  have  turned  the  corner  and  expect  to  start  making  steady  reductions  in 
that  surplus. 

Mew  Outlet  for  Tobacco  Research 

Scientists  and  administrators  in  the  tobacco  industry,  the  USDA,  and  a  number 
of  State  colleges  and  universities  are  cooperating  in  providing  a  new  single  outlet 
for  all  phases  of  tobacco  research.    The  plan  is  to  have  the  trade  journal  Tobacco 
publish  a  "Tobacco  Science"  section,  uninterrupted  by  advertising.    Ueekly  new 
developments  affecting  tobacco,  including  scientific  and  technical  articles  which 
now  appear  in  a  variety  of  other  technical  journals,  will  be  reported  through  this 
new  publication. 


Tobacco,  Sugarcane,  and  Timber  Research 


This  week  our  USDA  folks  advised  tobacco  farmers  of  the  prospect  of  using 
paperhanger  wasps  to  help  control  tobacco  hornworms.    They  reported  new  uses  for 
old  sugarcane  stalks.    They  also  told  how  foresters  cut  trees  to  squash  insect 
infestations  and  make  money  doing  it.    The  U.  S,  Forest  Service  cut  more  timber 
from  our  National  forests  last  year  -  and  collected  a  record  $100,000,000  in  the 
process.    Some  of  that  increase  came  from  salvaging  trees  killed  by  widespread 
insect  infestations  in  the  West.    By  salvaging  that  timber  instead  of  letting  it 
go  to  waste,  they  help  check  spread  of  the  insects.  .  .  The  researchers  on  sugar- 
cane have  reached  the  very  pith  of  their  problem  -  and  of  the  cane.    They  find  the 
pith  makes  a  first-rate  absorber  of  blackstrap  molasses  -  another  byproduct  of 
sugar  extraction.    They  say  nearly  three-fourths  of  the  blackstrap  molasses  in  this 
country  could  be  mixed  with  pith  from  waste  sugarcane  stalks  to  produce  a  solid, 
easily  transported,  high-energy  feed  ingredient  that  livestock  like.  .  .  Since 
paperhanger  wasps  are  natural  enemies  of  tobacco  hornworms,  the  plan  there  is  to 
encourage  the  wasps  to  go  after  the  hornworms,  by  setting  up  shelters  for  them  neai 
tobacco  fields. 

Aussies  Predict  Sheep  Shearing  Revolution 

Henry  Schacht,  KNBC,  San  Francisco,  has  sent  us  a  tape  for  any  of  you  RFDs 
who  may  want  it.    It  is  from  John  Douglass  in  Australia  and  on  the  new  Bothwick 
shearing  table  developed  there.    Henry  tells  us  they  feel  Down  Under  that  this 
development  may  well  revolutionize  sheep  shearing,  turning  it  into  an  assembly 
line  job,  with  women  doing  the  shearing.  .  .  ,  Speaking  of  Spanish- language  farm 
broadcasts  (we  mentioned  some  southern  border  operations  a  week  or  so  ago),  comes 
now  news  of  one  in  Washington  State,  of  all  places.    Harold  Garrett,  RFD  of  KUJ, 
Walla  Walla,  says:    "We've  been  talking  Spanish  to  many  thousands  of  Spanish 
workers  in  the  area  for  harvesting.    Have  a  young  interpreter  come  in.  .  .  tape- 
record  spots  for  local  accounts,  .  .  then  our  announcer  follows  with  the  English 
version.  .  .  .  Linwood  (Jake)  Brofee,  WCSH,  Portland,  Maine,  one  of  the  "big"  men 
in  farm  radio  (some  others:  John  McDonald,  WSM;  Bill  Zipf,  WBNf.)  broke  a  silence 
of  years  recently  with  a  welcome  phone  call  saying,  among  other  things,  that  he'd 
probably  attend  the  next  NATRFD  meeting  in  Chicago.    Since  about  19^8,  Jake  has 
been  so  occupied  with  potatoes  and  TV  he's  scarcely  left  his  mikeside.    Now  on 
WCSH-TV  with  a  5  min.  daily  market  report  and  a  weekly  half -hour  Monday  noon  with 
interviews,  USDA  packages,  etc.,  Jake  still  does  two  radio  shows  daily  on  a  5- 
station  network  in  Maine  (Portland,  Augusta,  Bangor,  Holton,  and  Presque  Isle). 
We'll  be  glad  to  see  you,  Jake. 

Milk,  Oranges,  and  Cigarettes  Abroad 

Here  and  there  about  the  world,  changing  patterns  of  agriculture  sweep  for- 
ward.   In  Australia,  cigarette  output  continues  to  rise.    Last  year,  for  the  first 
time,  Australian  cigarette    production  passed  smoking  mixtures  for  roll-your-own 
cigarettes.    Our  FAS  also  reports  more  oranges  likely  in  Brazil  this  year,  and  the 
FAS  specialists  predict  the  upward  trend  will  probably  continue  for  the  next  few 
years  as  recent  heavy  plantings  of  orange  trees  come  into  production.  In 
Tanganyika,  3  years  ago  the  Government  loaned  a  Waha  tribesman  $210  to  start  a 
creamery.    Now  there  are  six  such  native  creameries  getting  cash  from  their  cattle 
wealth.    They  skim  the  milk  at  the  creamery,  process  the  cream  into  ghee,  and  the 
local  school  uses  the  milk.    The  creameries  maintain  a  high  degree  of  cleanliness, 
as  the  tribesman  treat  their  cattle  as  "one  with  the  family." 
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Tough  Trees  for  Plains  Windbreaks 

After  38  years  of  testing,  and  study  of  several  thousand  farm  shelterbelts, 
our  USDA  researchers  at  Mandan,  N.D.,  report  boxelder,  green  ash,  and  the  shrubby 
silver  buffaloberry  are  tough  enough  to  take  it  in  the  Northern  Plains.    ARS  silvi- 
culturist  E.J.  George  says  the  growth  and  survival  of  even  these  hardy,  drought- 
resistant  trees  depends  considerably  on  proper  spacing,  clean  cultivation,  and 
little  or  no  pruning.    More  space  between  the  rows  than  within  the  row  is  best  for 
wind  protection.    Boxelder,  a  sprawling  type,  does  best  in  the  center  rows,  flanked 
by  the  more  upright  green  ash  on  either  side,  and  with  silver  buffaloberry  protect- 
ing the  outside.    Tests  show  that  mulching  trees  in  windbreaks  is  undesirable. 
Unmulched  test  plots  neglected  after  the  second  year  of  cultivation  survived  better 
than  mulched  plots  and  some  time  better  than  plots  in  which  cultivation  was  continu- 
ed. .  .  .From  USDA's  Plant  Introduction  Station  at  Glenn  Dale,  Md. ,  comes  word  tbey 
have  a  graceful,  small,  compact  Yeddo  hornbeam  tree  from  Japan  that  is  made  to 
order  for  low,  modern,  ranch- type  houses  in  the  Eastern  U.  S.    It  was  introduced 
into  this  country  a  half  century  ago  but  never  became  popular.    Now  it  fits  the 
dreams  of  the  landscape  architect  and  the  homemaker  housed  in  the  rambler. 

Feed  Grain  Program  Continues  as  Last  Year 

The  '56  emergency  feed  grain  program  automatically  went  into  effect  the  first 
of  this  week,  practically  unchanged  from  last  year's  program.    Yesterday  USDA 
reported  128  counties  in  8  States  now  under  designation  to  get  this  disaster  relief; 
5  in  Arizona,  10  in  Colo.,  13  in  Kansas,  1  in  Nev. ,  28  in  New  Mexico,  6  in  Okla. , 
61+  in  Texas,  and  1  in  Utah.    The  program  is  designed  to  supply  feed  grains  for 
disaster  relief  through  regular  trade  channels  at  no  more  cost  to  CCC  than  would 
be  incurred  by  shipping  grains  directly  to  the  emergency  areas.    The  program  enables, 
eligible  farmers  and  stockmen  in  the  designated  areas  to  get  certain  feed  grains 
at  a  reduction  in  price  of  $1.00  per  cwt. 

Eastern  Insect  Quarantines  Extende d 


Yesterday  three  more  west-coast  Florida  counties  were  added  to  the  three 
already  under  Federal  quarantine,  on  account  of  the  Mediterranean  fruit  fly  infesta- 
tions.   A  seventh  county  may  be  put  under  Federal  quarantine  shortly.  Florida 
State  Medfly  quarantine  regulations  cover  18  counties,  but  they  include  a  number 
with  only  small  isolated  local  infestations,  which  are  under  constant  State 
surveillance.    Some  210,000  acres  along  Florida's  southeastern  coast  have  been 
sprayed  with  insecticidal  spray  from  airplanes,  and  that  area  is  now  getting  a 
second  spraying  the  same  way.    The  specialists  are  out  in  force  to  stamp  out  this 
Medfly  infestation.  .  .  On  July  20,  new  quarantine  regulations  against  the  gypsy 
moth  and  brown-tail  moth  will  go  into  effect  in  New  York  and  New  England.  These 
regulations  add  a  number  of  localities  to  the  quarantine  area  for  the  pests  for 
the  first  time. 

Emergency  Soil  Bank  Grazing  in  Five  States 

Because  of  severe  drought  conditions  in  certain  parts  of  Colo.,  Kans.,  Texas, 
Utah,  and  N.  M. ,  Acting  Sec'y  True  Morse  determined  today  there  is  need  for 
emergency  grazing  on  Soil  Bank  Acreage  Reserve  lands  in  these  areas.    Such  excep- 
tional grazing  permission  is  provided  for  in  the  law. 


Farm  and  Home  Network  Shows  July  9-lU 


CBS  "Farm  News"  with  Claude  Mahoney  -  Sat.  July  Ik,  9:30  to  9:V>  a.m.  EOT 

ABC  "American  Farmer"  -  Sat.  July  Ik,  12:30  to  1:00  p.m.  EOT.    "Top  of  the 
Farm  News"  with  Jack  Towers.    Features:      "Resource  Development  in  Price  County, 
Wis.",  with  Maurice  White ,  asst.  ext.  ed.  in  Wis. 

NBC  "National  Farm  and  Home  Hour"  -  Sat.  July  Ik,  12:00  to  12:30  p.m.  EOT. 
"USDA  Headlines"  with  Layne  Beaty.    Special  features. 

CCBS  "Agriculture  USA"  with  Hollis  Seavey.    Features:  "Agricultural 
Research  Developments"  with  Ernie  Moore,  ARS.    (Rain  or  shine) 

USDA  TV  Package  for  mailing  Friday,  July  13:     "Civil  Defense  for  Farmers" 
a  l\  min.  film,  with  sound  on  film. 

Shooting  for  the  RFD  Gallery 

Latest  additions  to  our  office    pictorial  display  of  RFDs  in  action  are 
Merrill  Langf itt  and  Jack  Gowing  of  KMA,  Shenandoah,  Iowa  --  Jack's  two  year  old 
son,  Randy,  shown  with  a  litter  of  pigs  and  Jack,  proves  he's  started  off  right  for 
an  Iowan.    Merrill  with  his  personal  plane  shows  he  knows  how  to  cover  the  KMA  beat 
most  of  this  hemisphere,  and  Europe.    Also  two  views  of  Dick  Robertson,  KMTV,  Omaha, 
looking  bright-eyed  and  bushy- tailed.  ...  A  snapshot  of  Clyde  Keithley,  WRFD, 
Worthington,  Ohio,  in  action  at  a  hay  and  silage  show  co- sponsored  by  WRFD.  .  .  . 
But  the  most  enviable  is  Carl  Meyerdirk,  KV00-TV,  Tulsa,  shown  interviewing 
Shirley  Jones,  star  of  the  film  "Oklahoma."    Carl  doesn't  say  what  this  has  to  do 

with  agriculture,  but  Oklahomans  can  figure  out  most  anything  A  bouquet  of 

pink  cotton  blooms  to  Derek  Rooke,  WMC-TV,  Memphis,  for  quick  action  in  filming  the 
latest  Boll  Weevil  situation  at  the  Stoneville  (Miss)  experiment  station.  Derek, 
by  the  way,  recently  was  given  honorary  State  farmer  awards  by  the  FFA  in  both 
Tennessee  and  Mississippi.    This  postwar  import  from  Great  Britain  has  taken  well 
in  the  Delta  country.    Congratulations,  Derek. 

Unit  Rate  of  Wheat  Reserve  Pay 

When  farmers  vote  in  the  wheat  marketing  quota  referendum  on  July  20,  they 
will  have  all  the  basic  information  they  need  to  make  their  decision.    They  will 
know  the  price  support  available  for  those  who  comply  with  their  wheat  allotment 
(Sec'y  Benson  announced  wheat  price  supports  at  an  average  of  $2.00  a  bushel  last 
Monday),  and  the  unit  rate  for  Acreage  Reserve  payments  which  can  be  earned  by 
keeping  wheat  acreage  below  the  allotments.     (Acting  Sec'y  True  Morse  today 
announced  the  unit  rate  at  a  national  average  of  $1.20  a  bushel. )  In  other  words, 
both  the  price  support  figure  and  the  Acreage  Reserve  unit  rate  are  being  continued 
for  next  year  at  the  levels  in  effect  for  this  year's  production. 


Sincerely, 


Radio  and  Television  Service 


RFD  LETT£ 

To 

Radio  Farm  Directors 

From 

Radio  ond  Television  Service 

Office  of  Information  -U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture 


vV 


Dear  Farm  Director: 


July  13;  1956 
Letter  No.  725 


As  the  Soil  Bank  moves  forward  you,  too,  may  become  a  Banker.    Our  folks 
around  here  are  getting  ready  for  the  beginning  of  the  '57  Soil  Bank  program  some 
weeks  from  now.    They  are  watching  developments  in  the  '56  program  for  valuable 
lessons    in  making  the  '57  program  more  effective.    By  keeping  in  touch  with  any 
Soil  Bank  developments  in  your  territory,  you  may  also  get  a  kind  of  running  start 
on  the  more  comprehensive  plans  for  the  year  ahead. 


Another  Conservation  Program 

This  week  the  Department  announced  that  the  1 57  ACP  program  will  be  only  a 
little  different  from  the  '56  program  now  in  operation.    However,  don't  confuse 
this  with  the  conservation  programs  under  the  Soil  Bank.    The  ACP  program  is  a 
continuing  program  which  has  been  in  operation  for  20  years.    It  is  a  long-range 
program  of  conservation  cost- sharing,  which  is  complementary  to  the  Soil  Bank, 
not  competing  with  it.    Under  it,  the  government  shares  with  farmers  and  ranchmen 
the  cost  of  carrying  out  certain  approved  public- interest  conservation  practices. 


Iowa  State  Gets  New  USDA  Lab 


That  USDA  animal  disease  laboratory  for  which  more  than  30  land  grant  colleges 
and  more  than  30  cities  and  towns  have  been  bidding  will  be  located  at  Iowa  State 
College.    Secretary  Benson  has  approved  that  site  recommended  by  the  hearing 
committee  appointed  a  month  ago.    The  new  lab  is  planned  to  provide  thoroughly 
protected  facilities  for  testing  and  diagnosing  as  many  as  25  animal  diseases  at 
one  time. 


Other  Department  Research 

USDA  range  conservationists,  after  10  years  of  large-scale  testing,  report 
2,U-D  effective  in  controlling  sagebrush,  and  low  enough  in  cost  for  practical 
use  by  ranchers  as  a  supplementary  control  method,  especially  on  lands  too  thin  to 
burn.  .  .  .  Department  dairy  technicians  have  developed  a  new  way  to  make  Cheddar 
cheese  in  less  time  at  less  cost.    This  means  modern  factories  can  now  make  two 
batches  of  cheese  rather  than  one  in  an  eight-hour  day.  .  .  .  Tobacco  specialists 
of  the  Tenn.  Ag,  Experiment  Station  and  the  USDA  find  that  if  more  bur ley  tobacco 
growers  would  practice  regular  topping  and  suckering,  their  crops  would  prove  more 
usable  for  manufacturing  and  give  them  higher  cash  returns.    They  say  there  has 
been  a  tendency  among  burley  growers  in  recent  years  to  cut  topping  and  suckering 
operations  to  a  minimum.    They  save  labor  that  way,  but  also  cut  the  value  of  their 
crop. 
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Tarheel  Network  Revises  Format 


Ted  Hyman,  N.C.  Ext.  Radio  and  TV  Ed.,  reports  North  Carolina's  daily  tele- 
vision  show,  "Today  on  the  Farm,"  last  week  added  a  new  UHF  station  WFLB-TV, 
Fayetteville,  to  its  new  network  set-up  which  since  May  1  has  included  the  origina- 
ting State  College  Station,  WUNC-TV,  Raleigh;  WSJS-TV,  Winston-Salem;  and  WTVD, 
Durham.    WITH,  Washington,  N.C. ,  is  expected  in  shortly.    That  will  make  a  five 
station  hook-up  carrying  this  live  show  daily  at  1  p.m.    Ted  also  tells  us  that 
N.C.'s  daily  network  radio  show  "The  Tarheel  Farm  Hour" is  sponsored  by  a  tractor 
company  and  its  Piedmont  and  Western  dealers  on  20  stations.    Some  25  other  stations 
carry  the  program,  with  the  availability  of  three  commercials  within  the  show.  The 
revised  format  calling  for  a  middle  commercial  went  into  effect  May  1.    This  new 
arrangement  was  worked  out  cooperatively  with  the  Ag.  Committee  of  the  N.C. 
Association  of  Broadcasters,  under  the  chairmanship  of  Jack  Hankins,  WELS,  Kinston, 
N.C. 

Federal  Funds  to  School  Lunches 

This  week  AMS  apportioned  $83.6  million  of  the  $100  million  Congress 
appropriated  for  the  National  School  Lunch  Program  among  the  hQ  states,  D.C.,  and 
our  territories  and  possessions.    These  funds  will  be  used  during  '56-'57  school 
year.    The  program  is  administered  in  the  States  by  State  departments  of  education 
according  to  agreements  between  them  and  the  USDA.    The  program  enlarges  the 
market  for  farm  products  at  the  same  time  it  improves  the  diet  of  this  country's 
school  children  by  helping  the  schools  which  take  part  in  it  to  serve  nutritionally 
balanced  lunches.    The  law  requires  that  each  dollar  of  Federal  funds  disbursed  by 
State  agencies  to  schools  must  be  matched  by  $3-00  from  sources  within  the  State, 
if  the  per  capita  income  in  the  State  equals  or  exceeds  the  national  average.  The 
matching  requirement  for  any  State  with  a  per  capita  income  below  the  national 
average  is  decreased  by  the  percentage  which  the  State's  per  capita  income  is 
below  the  per  capita  income  of  the  U.S. 

Rural  Development  Program  Guidelines 

During  the  next  12  months,  watch  for  a  step-up  in  the  Rural  Development 
Program.    Yesterday,  after  a  two-day  work  conference  here,  representatives  from 
eight  States,  with  pilot  counties  designated  for  the  low- income  community  program, 
set  guidelines  to  follow.    Under  Secretary  True  Morse  presided  over  the  meetings. 
Deans  of  agriculture,  directors  of  extension,  and  representatives  of  state  groups 
sponsoring  community  development  from  Miss.,  W.  Va.,  Tenn. ,  Ky. ,  Ga. ,  Minn.,  Ark., 
and  N.C,  took  part.    USDA  agencies  have  two  million  dollars  available  for  more 
educational,  technical,  administrative,  and  research  services  in  the  pilot  counties. 
In  all,  17  states  have  so  far  set  up  special  rural  development  committees ,  and 
there  is  activity  in  10  more  states.    The  conferees  at  this  eight- state  meeting 
agreed  that  all  appropriate  agencies  and  organizations  should  be  brought  into  a 
county  effort  and  that  pilot  county  organizations  should  be  built  around  local  farm, 
business,  banking,  civic,  and  church  leaders.    They  pointed  out  that  State  leaders 
will  need  to  use  the  resources  of  all  Federal  and  State  agencies,  including  non- 
agricultural  agencies  such  as  health,  education,  voactional  rehabilitation,  and 
industrial  development.    They  put  the  emphasis  on  young  people  as  the  group  that 
will  be  helped  most  by  the  RDP  plans  through  more  work  opportunities  and  more 
participation  in  community  effort.    They  suggested  that  schools  should  be  used 
fully  in  the  local  programs  and  indicated  that  a  survey  of  the  needs  and  resources 
of  the  pilot  counties  is  a  basic  step.    The  counties  taking  part  in  the  program  will 
have  technical  aid  available  for  industry  development.    Admittedly  this  is  a  tough 
baby.    We  have  tapes  for  you  on  this  Rural  Development  Program  available  in  our  tape 
library. 
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Supplemental  Dairy  Herd  Improvement  Plan 

This  Fall  the  standard  50  year'  old  Federal-State  dairy  herd  improvement  plan 
will  he  supplemented  with  a  simple  new  'Weigh-a-Day-a-Month'  program  to  enable 
more  farmers  with  small  herds  to  share  in  the  advantages  of  record- keeping.  USDA 
and  State  dairy  officials  see  in  this  new  plan  an  opportunity  for  dairymen  not 
only  to  improve  production  efficiency  but,  through  culling  of  low-producing  cows 
possibly  to  prevent  some  excess  milk  from  reaching  markets.    To  cull  their  herds 
intelligently,  dairy  farmers  must  have  accurate  production  information  to  guide 
them.    The  new  low-cost  method,  similar  to  one  used  in  Illinois  for  the  past  two 
years,  sJmplifies  milk  recording  to  the  single  practice  of  weighing  the  milk  output 
of  each  cow  in  a  herd,  morning  and  night,  one  day  a  month.    The  farmer  weighs  the 
milk  himself,  records  the  weights  on  a  special  form,  which  he  mails  to  a  central 
computing  office.    No  milk  samples  or  butterfat  tests  are  required.    His  only  cost; 
averages  about  50  cents  per  cow  per  year,  is  for  calculating  the  monthly  milk 
production.    County  agents  and  State  Extension  Services  will  supervise  the  program. 

Rankin  Maps  Insects  for  TViewers 

Charlie  Rankin,  KRGV,  Weslaco,  Texas,  tells  us  that  on  his  weekly  TV  program 
(Fri.  8: 30-9:00  p.m. )  he's  been  showing  the  weekly  cotton  Insect  Report  as  compiled 
by  the  Ext.  Entomologist  for  the  lower  Rio  Grande  Valley.    Charlie  uses  a  flannel 
board  in  the  form  of  a  map  of  the  Valley  and  spots  the  infestations  as  Jimmy  Deer, 
the  entomologist,  calls  'em  off.    Charlie  reports  it  quite  effective.    We  agree 
with  him  it  is  a  pretty  good  idea  -  maybe,  too,  for  other  insects  and  other  crops 
and  other  RFDS.  .  .  .Today  Pinellas  County-,  Florida,  including  heavily-populated 
St.  Petersburg,  was  put  under  Federal  quarantine  against  the  spread  of  the 
Mediterranean  Fruit  Fly  -  this  makes  the  seventh  county  so  regulated.  .  .  .Grass- 
hoppers are  reported  heavy  in  several  counties  of  California,  damaging  in  eastern 
Colo,  and  Utah,  and  continuing  to  build  up  in  Minn.,  Mo.,  Okla. ,  Kans.,  and  ne 
S.D.  .   .   .  The  spotted  alfalfa  aphid  has  shown  up  in  Georgia  for  the  first  time. 

Get  Ready  for  the  Hurricane,  Hattie 

Jim  Gibson,  USDA  Motion  Pictures,  has  about  finished  a  new  movie  for  the 
U.  S.  Weather  Bureau  showing  actual  hurricane  scenes,  damages,  what  hurricane  watch 
and  hurricane  warnings  mean  and,  most  important,  the  precautions  people  should  take 
to  avoid  loss  of  life  or  property.    The  movie  will  be  lU--|-  minutes,  black  and  white, 
sound,  16  mm.    It's  cleared  for  TV.   .  .   .  T.P.  Gleiter  of  the  Weather  Bureau  tells 
us  it  will  be  available  to  television  stations  along  the  Gulf  and  East  coasts  about 
August  1  through  their  local  or  nearest  Weather  Bureau  Office.    WB  is  also  getting 
out  a  kit  of  information  on  hurricane  habits  and  habitats,  charts  of  recent 
hurricane  paths,  names  of  this  year's  hurricanes,  and  a  discussion  of  research  and 
the  idea  of  using  atom  bombs  to  break  up  hurricanes.    So  far,  the  answer  on  that 
one  is,  No.    This  year  a  special  teletypewriter  circuit  connects  Gulf  and  Atlantic 
coast  cities  with  Hurricane  forecast  centers  at  New  Orleans,  Miami,  Washington  and 
Boston.    Hurricanes  will  have  girls  names  again  this  year- -starting  with  Anna  and 
ending  with  Zenda. 

Three  New  Watershed  Projects  were  authorized  Wednesday.    They  are  in  Nebraska, 
Minnesota,  and  Illinois.    Added  to  the  13  in  nine  States  announced  June  8.  there 
are  now  16  watershed  projects  under  way  under  the  Watershed  Protection  and  Flood 
Prevention  Act.    Eight  more  are  being  considered  in  Congress. 
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Farm  and  Home  Network  Shows  July  16-21 

ABC  "American  Farmer"  -  Sat.  July  21,12:30  to  1:00  p.m.  EDT.    "Top  of  the 
Farm  News"  with  Jack  Towers.    "Farm  Safety"  with  Maynard  Coe  of  the  National  Safety 
Council. 

NBC  "National  Farm  and  Home  Hour"  -  Sat.  July  21,  12:00  to  12:30  p.m.  EDT. 
"USDA  Headlines"  with  Layne  Beaty.    Features:  "National  Farm  Safety  Week"  from 
Washington,  B.C. 

CBS  "Farm  News"  with  Claude  Mahoney  -  Sat.  July  21,  9:30  to  9:^5  a.m.  EDT. 

CCBS  "Agriculture  USA"  with  Hollis  Seavey.    Features:    "Beltsville 's  Energy 
Saving  Kitchen"  with  USDA  home  researcher  Mrs.  Mildred  Howard. 

USDA-TV  Package  for  mailing  Friday,  July  20:  "Fertilize  for  Fall  Growth" 
showing  off-season  fertilizing  of  crops  and  pastures  in  16  pictures,  photos  and 
art -work. 

Growing  Gallery  of  RFD  Pix-ies 

From  our  Bulletin  Board  this  morning:    Mai  Hanson  and  Arnold  Petersen,  WOW, 
are  swapping  corn.    In  front  of  his  East  Texas  Network  car,  Chubby  Charlie  Slate 
shows  how  he  really  gets  around.    Nearby  Charlie  Rankin  is  broadcasting  direct 
from  the  rodeo  at  the  Rio  Grande  Valley  Livestock  Show.    Harry  Martin,  WFBM, 
Indianapolis,  Ind. ,  (bless  his  diplomatic  soul),  has  just  written  our  name  in  on 
the  Texas  part  of  his  studio  map  of  the  U.  S.    Lind  Voth,  20-year  old  RFD  of  WLAP, 
Lexington,  Ky. ,  is  at  the  disc  jockey  controls.    He  runs  the  "Morning  Farm  Hour" 
which  includes  a  5  min.  program  by  County  Agent  Charles  Gulley;  5  min.  farm 
weather  show;  10  min.  of  livestock  reports  and  Ky.  farm  news;  a  5  rain,  tape  from 
U.  of  Ky.  Ext.;  followed  by  5  min.  of  world  news.    With  the  rest  general  farm  news 
with  USDA  tapes,  etc.  .  .  ,  Our  Bulletin  Board  is  already  bulging  at  the  sides,  so 
we  are  now  raising  our  sights,  and  looking  for  another  Board.    We  hope  to  make  it 
750  RFDs,  lining  the  entire  room,    Harry  Martin,  has  promised  us  a  visit  to  see 
the  display  and  we  want  to  show  him  the  whole  works.  .  .  .  Carl  Meyer dirk,  KVOO-TV, 
"  Tulsa,  reports  that  during  June  Dairy  Month  his  station  carried  on  a  series  of 
ice  cream  eating  contests  with  contestants  coming  from  all  over  Eastern  Oklahoma. 
Harry  Andrews,  WIBC,  Indianapolis,  has  joined  our  gallery  making  a  recorded 
interview.    Erwin  Eisert,  WSLM,  and  Charlie  Parker  are  also  present. 

Jules  Renaud  of  our  shop,  the  other  day  borrowed  a  Smokey  Bear  outfit  and 
plaster  watershed  models,  and  produced  a  15  min.  forest  fire  prevention  program 
as  the  wind-up  of  a  graduate  school  class  in  TV  Production  at  American  University. 
He  got  an  "A"  on  his  report  card  for  the  course... And  our  congratulations  for  this 
pr of e s sional  improvement . 


Sincerely, 


RFD  LETTS 

To 

Radio  Farm  Directors 

Prom 

Radio  ond  Television  Service 

Office  of  Information  -U.  S.  Deportment  of  Agriculture 


Dear  Farm  Director: 


July  20,  1956 
Letter  No.  726 


Wheat  growers  are  voting  today  oh  whether  or  not  they'll  have  wheat 
marketing  quotas  next  year.    First  returns  from  that  referendum  won't  be  coming 
in  here  until  around  9  o'clock  tonight.    All  returns,  particularly  from  Western 
States,  may  not  reach  here  until  two  or  three  o'clock  in  the  morning.  Anyway, 

you'll  probably  hear  all  about  how  it  went  before  you  get  this  Letter  

Today  the  Department  announced  the  amount  of  acreage  signed  up  under  the  Acreage 
Reserve  program  of  the  Soil  Bank  up  to  this  time  last  week.    State  Agricultural 
Stabilization  and  Conservation  offices  have  reported  over  k  million  hOO  acres 
entering  the  reserve  program.    That's  well  over  twice  as  much  as  the  less  than 
2,000,000  signed  up  the  previous  week.    The  final  date  for  signing  has  now  been 
extended  another  week,  until  July  27.    The  ASC  people  figure  that  farmers  can 
earn  more  than  $93,500,000  in  payments  for  complying  with  Acreage  Reserve 
provisions  on  the  acreage  already  reported  signed  up,    More  than  two-thirds  of 
that  amount  would  be  on  acres  taken  out  of  corn.    Wheat,  cotton,  and  tobacco 
lands  also  represent  sizable  amounts. 

"People  and  Timber" 

Under  this  popular  title,  USDA  today  announced  a  booklet  based  on  the 
Timber  Resources  Review,  that  3-year  study  U.S.  Forest  Service  made  some  months 
back  of  our  timber  resources.    If  you  want  to  know  what  the  timber  situation 
is  in  this  country,  this  is  the  booklet  for  you.    Since  about  one-fourth  of  all 
the  raw  material  used  in  manufacturing  and  construction  comes  from  timber, 
everybody  in  this  country  has  an  interest  in  this;  comprehensive .  view  &SL  our 

forests-;-.-  ,  In  another  bulletin,  No.  ikk, 

our  engineers  show  in  detail  how  to  brace  the  barn  to  prevent  wind  storm  damage 

 Incidentally,  other  engineers  reported  this  week    that  timber  in  the 

beautiful  old  Octagon  House,  which  President  Jimmy  Madison  used  as  the  White 
House  after  the  British  burned  the  public  buildings  here,  is  just  as  strong  as 
the  day  it  was  built  in  1798. 


Dates  Worth  Noting 

August  lk,  the  new  Southeastern  Cotton  Ginning  Laboratory  will  be 
dedicated  at  Clemson  Ag.  College,  Clemson,  S.C.    More  than  500  representatives 
of  the  cotton  industry  are  expected  to  take  part  in  this  cooperative  research 
celebration  by  producers  and  scientists  of  the  Department  and  the  Southeastern 
States.  .  .  .Sept.  27  through  October  6,  the  rice  industry  will  cooperate  in  a 
nationwide  Fall  Rice  Promotion  program  of  rice  as  a  plentiful  food.  Another 
plentiful,  cheese,  will  be  pushed  all  through  October  in  cooperation  with  the 
dairy  industry's  October  Cheese  Festival. 
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Do  You  Know  Your  Onions? 

You  probably  noticed  the  report  last  week  that  this  year  for  the  first 
time  more  than  90  percent  of  the  corn  acreage  of  this  country  is  planted  with 
corn  hybrid  seed.  .  .  .  ARS  scientists  now  report  farmers  growing  hybrid  grain 
sorghums  on  a  limited  scale  this  year,  from  seed  produced  last  year.  They 
figure  that  by  1958  enough  hybrid  seed  will  be  grown  to  supply  the  market, 
with  several  hybrids  for  farmers  to  choose  from.    Last  year  they  were  predicting 
grain  sorghum  hybrids  would  produce  20  to  30  percent  better  than  standard 
varieties.    Now,  as  a  result  of  last  year's  results  in  several  states,  the  more 

optimistic  experts  have  jacked  up  their  estimates  to  30  to  ho  percent  

Research  is  also  under  way  to  develop  grass  and  forage  hybrids.    Some  of  those 
will  become  available  within  a  few  years.  .  .  .Meanwhile,  certain  onion  hybrids, 
now  being  grown  in  the  South,  are  showing  great  resistance  to  disease.  They 
are  grading  nearly  100  percent  U.S.  No,  l's  and  increasing  the  grower's  return 
per  acre  by  $500  at  average  prices.    Breeding  work  with  northern  varieties 
takes  two  years  per  experimental  generation  compared  with  one  in  the  South. 
Even  so,  northern  hybrid  onions  have  already  demonstrated  their  ability    to  cut 
losses  in  storage,  increase  yields,  and  resist  harvest  damage.    Hybrids  have 
also  been  developed  in  the  West.    They  produce  high  yields  more  consistently, 
are  more  resistant  to  disease,  and  suffer  less  shrinkage  in  storage  than  do 
standard  varieties  there.    ARS  scientists  have  developed  a  new  hybrid  that 
produces  a  superior  onion  for  the  home  gardener.    By  next  spring  they  expect 
enough  hybrid  transplants  to  supply  the  home  gardener  demand.  .  .  .It  seems 
few  folks  yet  know  the  remarkable  hybrid  onion  story.    That  development  stems 
from  Dr.  H.  A.  Jones'  discovery  in  1925  of  an  all-female  plant  in  onion  breeding 
plots  at  the  Davis,  Calif.  Ag.  Exp.  Station.    For  the  past  20  years,  Dr.  Jones 
has  served  as  head  horticulturist  in  USDA.    You  may  recall  a  few  seasons  ago 
he  flevr  to  the  land  of  the  Pyramids  and  showed  the  Egyptians  how  to  improve 
their  onion  business. 

New  Sorgo  Honors  Doc.  Wiley 

Because  50  years  ago  Dr.  Harvey  Wiley,  of  pure  food  fame,  did  a  lot  of 
early  research  on  sweet  sorghums  as  a  source  of  sugar,  USDA  and  Exp.  Sta. 
scientists  in  the  Southeastern  States  have  named  their  newest  sirup  sorgo  after 
him.    They  say  "Wiley"  has  more  disease  resistance  than  any  other  commercial 
variety  we  have  had.    After  ho  tests  over  3  years  in  8  States  at  27  Ag.  Exp. 
Stations  and  at  the  U.S.  Sugar  Crops  Field  Stations  at  Meridian,  Miss.,  and 
Cairo,  Ga. ,  they  report  Wiley  yields  better  than  other  varieties.    It  can  be 
planted  from  mid-April  to  the  last  week  in  May  and  give  good  yields  of  high 
quality  sirup.    Seed  stocks  are  being  increased  in  several  Southeastern  States 
and  certified  seed  will  be  ready  for  growers  next  spring. 

Alfalfa  Breeders  vs.  Fast-Spreading  Pest 

The  alarming  spread  of  the  spotted  alfalfa  aphid  continues.    Our  folks 
estimate  that  so  far  this  year,  this  plant  louse  has  done  more  than  12  million 
dollars  damage  in  Oklahoma  alone.    It  was  first  reported  in  the  Pecos  Valley  of 
New  Mexico  in  '5^  and  caused  $5  million  damage.    Several  times  that  much  in  '55» 
It  has  appeared  in  several  States  in  the  humid  East.    The  scientists  see  no 
sign  that  this  climate  or  geography  will  stop  it.    They  have  found  parent 
strains  of  one  variety  of  alfalfa  that  seems  to  carry  near- immunity  from  attack 
of  this  insect.    They  are  encouraging  alfalfa  breeders  in  all  parts  of  the 
country  to  expand  their  testing  programs  on  all  stocks  that  show  any  promise 
of  resistance  to  this  worst  pest  of  alfalfa  yet  discovered. 
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AAACE  Meeting  at  Perm.  State 

The  kOth  annual  meeting  of  the  Amer.  Ass'n  of  Ag.  College  Editors  made 
the  best  use  of  the  new  union  "building  and  dormitory  a&  Penn*  State  on  Mon. , 
Tues.,  and  Wed.  of  this  week,  plus  the  time  of  the  info  staff  there  for  the 
last  month.    Ed  Rohrbeck,  Dr.  George  Johnson,  Elton  Tait,  Ted  Richards  and  the 
others  can  step  hack  and  admire  their  work.  ' 

AAACE  prexy  George  Round  (Univ,  of  Neb. )  led  the  convention  with  ace 
administrative  and  parliamentary  skill.    Newly  elected  officers  are  Sam  Reck 
(Rutgers)  pres.;  Jack  Spayen  (U.  of  Vt. )  vice-pres.;  0.  B.  Copeland  (U.  of  N.C.) 
sec'y-treas.    Elton  Tait  (Penn.  State)  and  Anna  Jim  Erickson  (Wash.  State) 
were  elected  to  vacancies  on  the  board  of  directors.    Colorado  was  chosen  for 
the  '57  meeting. 

Radio-TV  Specialist  Wins  Award 

Max  Kirkland,  radio-TV  specialist  at  Rutgers,  received  the  $500  scholar- 
ship award  of  the  Nat'l  Plant  Food  Institute  for  the  most  noteworthy  improvement 
in  the  past  2  years  and  contribution  to  the  advancement  of  agr'l  information. 
Max  joined  the  Rutgers  staff  two  years  ago  after  a  year  as  radio-TV  specialist 
at  Okla.  MM.  .  '.  .Winner  of.  the  scholarship  award  for  professional  improvement 
and  outstanding  work  in  visual  aids,  presented  annually  by  the  Foundation  for 
American  Agriculture  and  the  Farm  Film  Foundation,  went  this  year  to  Fritz 
Albert  of  the  U.  of  Wis.,  who  immigrated  to  this  country  three  years  ago  from 
Germany,  where  he  had  been  engaged  in  agricultural  visual  aids  production.  .  .  . 
Miss  Gertrude  Dieken,  women's  editor  of  the  Farm  Journal  and  Town  Journal 
magazines,  Phila. ,  was  named  winner  of  the  Reuben  Brigham  award,  an  annual 
recognition  of  outstanding  work  in  agricultural  information  outside  government 
or  college.    This  award  is  traditionally  regarded  as  the  highest  honor  which 
can  be  bestowed  upon  an  agricultural  information  worker.    Last  year's  winner 
was  Louis  Wilson. 

Much  Attention  to  Radio  and  TV  • 

Edward  J.  Bennett,  supervisor  of  graphic  arts  for  the  Nat'l  Broadcasting 
Co.,  New  York,  spoke  at  one  general  session  of  the  look  ahead  in  color,  and 
during  a  panel  session  on  TV  visuals.  .  .  Lowell  Watts  (Colo.  State)  chairman 
of  the  AAACE  committee  on  radio  and  TV  also  chairmanned  the  radio-TV  sessions. 
John  Bradshaw,  farm  broadcaster  of  Toronto,  Canada,  gave  "A  Look  at  Canadian 
Broadcasting";  Layne  Beaty  of 'USDA,  "An  Up-to-Date  Look  at  Radio  and  Television"; 
Mary  Ann  Southard,  Cornell,  "A  Practical  Approach  to  Home  Economics  Radio 
Programming";  Foster  Mullenax,  U.  of  W.  Va.,  "New  Concepts  of  Practical  Agr'l 
Programming";  Max  Kirkland,  "New  Equipment  for  R&TV";  Joe  Tonkin,  USDA  Ext. 
"A  Look  Ahead"  ( observations  based  on  his  recent  personal  survey  of  commercial 
radio  stations  over  the  country) . 

Workshop  in  the  Wind 

At  a  meeting  of  the  radio  and  television  committee,  possibilities  of  a 
farm  radio  programming  workshop,  to. be  held  in  1957,  were  discussed.  Chairman 
Lowell  Watts  has  been  doing  some  preliminary  investigating  of  interest  in  the 
need  for  such  a  workshop.    Stanley  Andrews,  dir.  of  the  Nat'l  Project  in  Agr'l 
Communications  pledged  NPAC  support  -  some  financial.    Concensus  of  AAACE 
committee  was  that  regional  workshops  would  be  preferable,  but  all  agreed  that 
new  directions  taken  by  radio  since  TV  make  study  of  new  techniques  in 
programming  highly  desirable  at  this  time. 
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Farm  and  Home  Network  Shows  July  23-28 


NBC  "National  Farm  and  Home  Hour"  -  Sat,  July  28,  12:00  to  12:30  p.m.  EDT. 
"USDA  Headlines"  with  Layne  Beaty.    Features:  "Peanut  Production",  with  pickups 
in  Georgia  and  Okla.  handled  by  Ronnie  Stephens  (Univ.  of  Ga. )  and  Harold  Dedrick 
(Okla.  ACM) . 

CBS  "Farm  News"  with  Claude  Mahoney  -  Sat.  July  28,  9:30  to  9:^5  am  EDT. 

ABC  "American  Farmer"  -  Sat.  July  28,  12:30  to  1:00  p.m.  EDT.  "Top  of 
the  Farm  News"  with  Cy  Briggs.    Features:  "A  Tip  on  Silage  Gas"  from  Dr.  Rodney 
Briggs  with  Ray  Wolf,  Univ.  of  Minnesota;  and  "Turkey  Time  this  Summer"  with 
Alice  Skelsey. 

CCBS  "Agriculture  USA"  with  Hollis  Seavey.    Features:  Maynard  Coe,  Nat'l 
Safety  Council,  with  Sam  Lyle,  FES,  in  "The  Effort  Behind  Safer  Farming." 

USDA-TV  Package  for  mailing  Friday,  July  27:  "More  Loan  Funds  for 
Farmers"  tells  in  17  art  sketches  and  still  photographs  how  eligible  farm 
families  can  get  more  credit  for  operating  expenses  and  land  buying. 

Of  Mikes  and  Men  - 

NATRFD  Prexy  John  McDonald,  USM,  Nashville,  came  to  town  this  week  to 
moderate  a  panel  of  top  farm  leaders"~Tn  a  discussion  of  "Civil  Defense".  Seldom 
has  our  little  12x12  radio  studio  accommodated  so  many  big  men  at  one  time; 
including  John  himself,  Under  Secretary  True  Morse;  Val  Peterson  of  Civil  Defense, 
Herschel  Newsome,  Master  of  the  Grange;  Homer  Brinkley,  National  Council  of 

Farmer  Co-ops;  representatives  of  Farmers '  Union,  Farm  Bureau,  et  al  

Mai  Hansen,  WOW,  Omaha,  was  here  at  the  same  time  showing  FCC  and  Department 

officials  WOW's  27  min.  public  service  documentary  film  in  color  with  sound 

on  "Water  and  its  Conservation  on  the  Farm".    It  is  the  second  of  the  series  of 

"Regimented  Raindrops"  Mai  and  his  staff  have  made  F.  P.  (Pop)  Taylor, 

Jefferson  County  Agent  at  Steubenville ,  Ohio,  says  he's  not  a  regular  RFD,  but 
sends  us  his  picture  and  programs  of  the  Tri-State  Farm  and  Home  Broadcasters 
which  show  that  he  and  his  fellow  extension  workers  are  plenty  busy  on  WWVA, 
WSTV,  WTRF,  WMOD,  and  WEIR.    Under  Hardrock  Gunter  of  WWVA,  some  two  dozen 
extension  people  from  5  counties  in  W.  Va.  and  h  counties  in  Ohio,  and  one  in 
Pennsylvania,  are  appearing  on  the  Tri-State  Farm  and  Home  Hour,  in  which  SCS 
and  W.  Va.  ASC,  and  W.  Va.  Farm  Bureau  also  cooperate.    The  program  is  every 
weekday  Monday  through  Fri.  at  12:15. 

In  Our  Own  Shop  - 

Jules  Renaud  and  I  are  just  back  from  taking  in  the  AAACE  meeting  at 

State  College,  Pa  Alice  Skelsey,  our  "Bring- 'em- back- alive"  girl,  was 

preparing  her  script  for  a  NF&HH  plug  for  turkey  as  a  plentiful  food,  when  she 
decided  the  right  lift  to  finish  off  her  turkey  dish  would  be  a  gobble  of 
real  turkey.    She  put  a  tape  recorder  in  her  car,  dashed  20  miles  in  the 
country  to  interview  a  talkative  Beltsville  turkey,  and  got  back  just  in  time 

to  meet  the  deadline  with  a  live  Tom  solo  Day  after  tomorrow,  our  Capt. 

Jack  Towers  begins  a  two-week  stint  in  communications  at  Fort  Knox,  Ky. 


Sincerely, 


Layne  Beaty,  Chief  / 
Radio  and  Television  Service 


RFO  LETTE 

To 

Radio  Farm  Directors 


From 


Radio  ond  Television  Service 

«    \    tit  cSr-       ~  \- 

Office  of  Information -U.S.  Department  of  Agriculture 


Dear  Farm  Director: 


July  27,  1956 
Letter  Wo.  727 


Marketing  quotas  will  be  in-  effect  for  the  1957  wheat  crop.    Over  87 
percent  of  those  voting  in  last  week's  wheat  growers  referendum  decided  that. 
That's  the  sixth  time  farmers  have  voted  in  favor  of  marketing  quotas.  .  .  , 
This  week  USDA  started  work  on  eight  more  watershed  protection  and  flood 
prevention  projects  in  eight  states.    This  makes  2k  watershed  projects  so  far 
to  reach  the  operations  stage.    The  eight  latest  ones  are  in  California, 
Kansas,  Tennessee,  Florida,  Louisiana,  Kentucky,  Texas,  and  Georgia,  and  SCS 
conservationists  have  been  directed  to  immediately  provide  the  local  groups 
sponsoring  these  local- state -Federal  projects  with  technical  and  financial 

help  This  week  too  the  Great  Plains  Agricultural  Council  met  at  Ft. 

Collins,  Colorado,  and  laid  plans  for  the  Great  Plains  program  for  the  oncoming 
year,    Progress  reports  at  the  meeting  revealed  SCS  has  stepped  up  its  farm 
by  farm  land  classification  work  with  surveys  focused  first  on  the  remainder 
of  crop  land  in  or  near  the  so-called  dust  bowls.    ARS  and  State  Experiment 
Stations  are  developing  an  expanded,  coordinated  program  of  research  on 
problems  farmers  and  ranchers  face  in  the  Great  Plains.    FHA  is  expanding 
its  new  special  loan  program  work,  and  ACP  has  stepped  up  its  cost- sharing 
program  aimed  at  long-range  adjustments  not  now  a  part  of  normal  farm  and 
ranch  operations. 

Banking  on  Soil  and  Water 

In  three  speeches  this  past  week,  SCS  Adm'r  Don  Williams  covered  a 
lot  of  ground  -  and  water  too.    At  Fort  Collins  he  declared  the  Great  Plains 
Program  one  of  the  most  significant  undertakings  in  agricultural  history. 
He  pointed  out  that  in  this  vast  area  we  are  bringing  together  all  our 
resources  -  local,  state,  and  federal  -  in  a  coordinated  effort  to  help  farmers 
and  ranchers  solve  complex  land-use  problems  that  affect  the  national  welfare. 
At  the  Delta  Farm  Exposition,  near  Marston,  Missouri,  he  pointed  out  that  we 
need  a  "Water  Bank"  as  well  as  a  "Soil  Bank".    You  can't  separate  the  two. 
The  "Water  Bank"  involves  water  management  and  flood  prevention,  with  both 
conservation  land  treatment  and  structures  on  tributary  streams.  .  .  .Before 
the  Northeastern  Branch  of  the  American  Society  of  Agronomy  meeting  at 
Beltsville,  Adm'r  Williams  voiced  growing  concern  over  the  way  the  city  is 
growing  into  the  country  and  taking  some  of  the  best  farm  land  out  of  farming. 
He  estimated  that  during  the  last  15  years  about  17  million  acres  of  our 
flattest  and  most  fertile  farmlands  have  been  converted  to  urban  subdivisions, 
industrial  sites,  defense  establishments,  highways,  railways  and  airports, 
and  other  non-farm  uses.    He  said  the  question  is  whether  we  can  afford  to  go 
on  considering  the  usually  agriculturally  productive  acreages  to  be  expendable/ 
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View  of  Food  Situation 

Reporting  on  marketing  situations  this  week,  AMS  economists  estimated 
that  while  production  of  livestock  products  will  probably  top  last  year's 
peak,  crop  output  this  year  will  likely  run  well  below  the  near-record  crop 
outturn  of  '55,  if  weather  conditions  are  no  better  than  average  the  rest  of 
the  year.  .  .  .Demand  for  food  will  stay  strong.    The  specialists  figure  retail 
food  prices  are  likely  to  continue  about  where  they  are  the  rest  of  this 
year.  .  .  .They  expect  somewhat  less  meat  per  person  the  last  half  of  '56  than 
in  the  last  half  of  '55.  .  .mainly  because  of  less  pork,    Consumers  will  get 
about  as  much  beef,  but  a  much  bigger  share  of  it  will  be  in  the  intermediate 
and  lower  grades.    Supplies  of  dairy  products,  eggs,  and  poultry  meat--both 
chickens  and  turkeys- -will  run  large  enough  to  allow  for  expected  increases  in 
the  eating  of  those  products.  .  ,  .The  demand  for  vegetables  will  continue 
strong  and  the  prices  growers  get  for  vegetables  seem  likely  to  average  about 
the  same  as  a  year  ago. 

Future  of  Quality  Farm  Products 

Department  marketing  specialists  report  farm  production  research 
points  to  opportunities  to  boost  the  nutritive  value  of  milk  through  special 
feeding  of  dairy  cows,  to  increase  the  minerals  in  vegetables  through  use  of 
special  fertilization,  and  to  up  the  quality  of  other  farm  products  in  many 
other  ways.    They  point  out  that  farmers  cannot  afford  to  produce  such  higher 
quality  products  unless  they  can  make  money  doing  it.    They  say  commodity  by 
commodity  market  appraisals  are  needed  on  the  effects  of  different  market 
services  on  demand  for  farm  products  at  the  farm,  and  the  effects  of  on-the- 
farm  quality  improvements  on  marketing  costs  and  practices.  .  .  .One  of  the 
outstanding  changes  the  USDA  specialists  note  in  poultry  marketing  is  increased 
use  of  Federal-State  inspection  and  grading.    They  report  too  that  researchers 
are  trying  to  find  better  ways  to  process  and  package  and  stuff  ready-to-cook 
chickens.    They  figure  sales  of  frozen  prepared  poultry  increased  almost  60 
percent  during  the  past  year.  .  .  .The  researchers  also  say  the  outlook  is 
favorable  for  selling  more  prepackaged  frozen  red  meat.    A  recent  AMS  study 
shows  however  that  the  central  processing  plants  do  not  yet  have  fully 
mechanized  facilities  for  cutting,  boning,  cubing,  grinding,  and  packaging 
the  larger  volume. 

USDA  Calls  Conference  on  Cattle 

Following  the  recommendation  of  farmers  and  farm  leaders,  including 
the  American  National  Cattlemen's  Association,  Acting  Secretary  True  Morse 
today  called  representatives  of  livestock  farmers,  farm  organizations, 
processors  and  distributors  into  conference  here  August  13.    The  meeting  is 
to  consider  the  cattle  situation,  particularly  with  reference  to  the  heavy 
marketing  period.    The  date  of  the  conference  was  set  August  13  so  that 
information  about  crops,  and  weather,  and  prices  into  early  August  will  be 
available  for  the  conferees  at  that  time  

New  Head  of  Farmers  Home  Administration  is  Kermit  H.  Hansen,  who  for  the 
past  two  years  has  been  state  director  of  FHA  in  Iowa.    Mr.  Hansen  has  served 
as  a  professional  agricultural  worker  in  USDA  for  about  20  years,  mostly  in 
SCS  in  developing  soil  surveys,  in  cooperation  with  Iowa,  Missouri,  Indiana, 
Louisiana,  and  nearby  states. 
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KpINing  Farm  Safety  in  Oregon 

Bill  Drips,  KQEN-TV,  Portland,  Oregon,  reports  what  his  gang  did  to 
observe  Farm  Safety  Week.    With  the  help  of  M.G.  Huber,  Ext.  Ag.  Eng.  of 
Oregon  State  College,  and  some  items  from  the  4-H  work  book,  they  used  their 
own  methods  of  presentation  to  show  some  dangers  to  look  out  for.    First,  they 
did  a  simple  dust  explosion,  to  direct  attention  to  feed  grinding  hazards,  hay 
chopping,  and  such.    Second,  they  used  a  drill  with  suitable  attachments  to 
direct  attention  to  uncovered  power  takeoffs  and  and  how  farmers  lose  their 
pants  and  "things"  by  poor  handling  of  machinery.    Third,  they  showed  how 
gasoline  fumes  are  heavier  than  air,  and  how  a  farmer  can  burn  up  a  tractor 
by  filling  it  while  the  motor  is  hot  -  even  tho  idle.    Fourth,  they  did  a  smoke 
finale  on  spontaneous  combustion,  such  as  happens  with  greasy  rags,  wet  baled 
hay  in  barns,  and  trash  piles  in  houses.    Bill  says  he  had  to  talk  fast  to  get 
explosion  on  end  of  show- but  made  it.    Personally,  we  never  heard  him  talk  any 
other  way. 

"Russian  Harvest  Tour"  with  Mitchell 

It  may  be  "a  beautiful  day  in  Chicago"  on  August  6,  but  that  day  NBC's 
Everett  Mitchell  will  be  flying  from  New  York  to  Brussels  at  the  head  of  about 
20  farmers  and  others  on  a  2k- day  harvest  tour  of  Russia  and  points  in  between. 
Paul  Seabrook  of  the  Gittins  Agency  will  go  along.    Everett  expects  to  report 
their  impressions  on  the  National  Farm  and  Home  Hour  Sept.  1,    After  a  preview 
on  Aug.  h,  they  promise  either  short  wave  reports  or  tapes  on  Aug.  11,  18  and 
25.  .  .  .  .These  days  we  already  have  an  alumni  organization  of  farm  young 
folks  in  this  country  who  have  learned  about  farming  abroad  from  first-hand 
experience.    These  ex- IF YE 's  will  gather  at  Estes  Park,  Colorado,  Aug.  7-10 
for,  believe  it  or  not,  their  fifth  annual  conference.  .  .  .If  any  of  you 
wish  to  wise  up  on  other  countries,  the  neatest  summary  view  we've  seen  has 
just  been  issued  by  our  FAS  people  on  "The  Agricultural  Economics  of  17 
European  Countries."  In  two-pages  per  country,  this  mimeo  gives  thumb-nail 
sketches  on  such  things  as  land  use,  type  of  agriculture,  chief  farm  products, 
ag.  policy,  and  economic  situation  in  each  country.    If  you  want  a  copy  just 
let  us  know,  and  we'll  send  you  one. 

We  Need  Help.1  j 

A  few  weeks  ago  we  sent  you  a  short  tape  recording  by  Secretary  Benson, 
explaining  the  Soil  Bank  program  in  general.  Naturally,  this  cost  some  money. 
We'd  like  to  know  whether  you  used  this  tape,  to  help  us  decide  whether  general 
distribution  of  such  tapes  is  a  useful  expenditure.  Would  you  drop  us  a 
postcard  or  letter  and  say  what  you  did  with  the  Benson  tape?  We  are  not  con- 
cerned at  the  moment  with  the  commodity  tapes  which  you  asked  for  -  -  just  the 
one  we  sent  you  with  the  Secretary's  statement. 

The  Milky-Way  Stretches  Far 

Bill  Moshier,  KOMO  and  KOMO-TV,  Seattle,  thinks  he  has  discovered  the 
oldest  active  dairy  couple  in  the  country.    He  has  located  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Joseph 
Wickie  of  Tumwater,  Thurston  Co.,  Wash.,  who  have  a  mere  170  years  of  dairy 
farm  experience  between  them.    Wickie  is  87,  and  his  wife  is  83.    If  these 
youngsters  really  are  the  most  experienced,  Bill  thinks  something  ought  to  be 
done  about  it... an  award  maybe.    They've  been  dairy  farming  steadily  from 
5  a.m.  to  10  p.m.  since  1896  -  but  really,  Bill,  your  picture  of  them  doesn't 
make  them  look  that  old--maybe  it's  that  early  rising.'  .  .  .  .Through  July  20, 
more  than  8,000,000  acres  of  cropland  had  been  signed  up  by  farmers  under  the 
Acreage  Reserve  program  of  the  Soil  Bank. 
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Farm  and  Home  Network  Shows  July  30 -Aug.  h 


CBS  "Farm  News"  with  Claude  Mahoney  -  Sat.  Aug.  h,  9:30  to  9:^5  am  EBT. 

ABC  "American  Farmer"  -  Sat.  Aug.  k,  12:30  to  1:00  p.m.  EDT.    "Top.  of 
the  Farm  News"  with  Cy  Brlggs.    Features:  International  Farm  Youth  Exchange 
Conference  of  150  Exchangees  from  Abroad  at  Ames,  Iowa,  with  Everett  Bierman  of 
the  National  U-H  Foundation  and  Dale  Williams  of  Iowa  State. 

•i. 

NBC  "National  Farm  and  Home  Hour"  -  Sat.  Aug.  h,  12  to  12:30  p.m.  EDT  j| 
"USDA  Headlines"  with  Layne  Beaty. 

CCBS  "Agriculture  USA"  with  Hollis  Seavey.    Features:  Ernest  Moore,  ARS, 
on  "The  Latest  Developments  in  USDA  Research." 

USDA-TV  Package  for  mailing  Fri.  August  3:  "More  Loan  Funds  for  Farmers" 
pictures  how  timely  irrigation  can  pay  big  dividends,  in  20  still  photos, 

Pix  on  Board  this  Morning 

Fencing-master  Glen  Dunkle,  KGBT  and  KGBT-TV, .Harlingen,  Texas,  is 
poised  for  a  cross-the-fence  interview.  .  .  .Al  D.  Bauer,  KSLM,  Salem,  Ore., 
is  making  a  cattle  barn  pickup  for  his  sponsor's  "Man  on  the  Farm"  segment  of 

his  program  William  (Bill)  C.  Smith,  KOAC,  Corvallis,  Ore.,  at  the 

stock  pens,  is  taping  his  impressions  of  the  scene  before  him,  .  .  .Rex 
Me sser smith  the  old  cow  hand  who  used  to  ride  herd  on  radio  and  TV  planning 
with  U.  of  Neb.  Ext.,  and  on  KOLN-TV  and  KUON-TV,  is  now  shown  at  the  WNAX 
mike  as  that  station's  new  farm  editor  in  the  wide  open  spaces  of  Yankton, 

S.D  We  too  are  in  the  picture  among  those  present.    Ray  Wolf ,  Ext. 

Info  specialist  of  U.  of  Minn,  sends  us  a  group  of  some  6o-odd  characters, 
and  some  more  of  us  not  so  odd  -  all  of  whom  took  part  in  the  recent  Twin-City 
meeting  of  NATRFD. 

Want  a  Plum  from  Plum  Island? 

On  Sept.  25  our  vets,  are  holding  open  house  for  press  and  radio-TV 
news  hawks  at  the  new  off-shore  animal  disease  laboratory,  designed  as  the 
latest  word  in  sanitary  precautions  on  Plum  Island  off  Long  Island,  N.  Y. 
This  is  the  new  lab  to  supplement  the  one  put  in  operation  2  years  ago.  It 
will  study  foot-and-mouth  and  other  highly  contagious  diseases  known  abroad,  not 
found  in  this  country,  but  which  might  be  a  threat  to  our  livestock.    This  may 
be  the  last  chance  to  inspect  these  facilities  before  animals  are  taken  in  and 
the  lab  sealed  off  from  visitors.    Due  to  the  small  size  and  limited  trips  of 
the  ferry  operating  between  Long  Island  and  Plum  Island,  only  a  limited  number 
can  be  accommodated  for  this  visit.    If  you  want  to  make  the  trip,  get  in  touch 
with  us  and  we  will  tell  you  how  to  get  there.    We  will  also  have  TV  films  and 
tape  recordings  available  for  those  of  you  who  want  them.    This  lab  is  for  any 
kind  of  animal  diseases  which  do  not  exist  in  the  U.S.    The  recently  located 
lab  site  at  Iowa  State  will  be  concerned  with  the  animal  diseases  already  in 
this  country.    Sept.  26,  other  visitors  will  see  the  new  Plum  Island  facilities. 

Sincerely, 


( 


J  Layne  Beaty,  Chief 

Radio  and  Television/ Service 


